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DEPOT PARK MUSEUM

270 First Street West
Sonoma, CA. 95476
(707) 938-1762
http://depotparkmuseum.org

Museum Hours:
Saturday - Sunday
1:00 - 4:00 pm

By appointment
Call (707) 938-1762
(Leave Message)
or email

info@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org

MARCY HOUSE ARCHIVES
AND RESEARCH CENTER
205 First Street West
Sonoma, CA. 95476
Tuesday - Thursday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

(707) 343-1335

SCRIP CARD AT NUGGET

Nugget Stores (Sonoma Market) have issued new

scrip cards. Email Yvonne Bowers treasurer@
sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org to get yours or pick one
up at any any Society event.

SHOP AND MAKE AN IMPACT!

Sign up for AmazonSmile and help us make an impact in
our community. Visit smile.amazon.com and select Sonoma
Valley Historical Society. For every eligible purchase you
make, the Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
price to our organization. It's easy, quick and powerful!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The SVHS has had an exciting fourth quarter.
The 2018 Train show included a visit from Santa
Claus and the Sonoma Short Line train engineers
delighted many young train enthusiasts with the
opportunity to run the trains themselves.

The “History Community and Me” curriculum was
presented by Daniel Herrera to the third graders at
Sassarini much to their enjoyment.

Jameson Reeves continues to work on the
Mountain Cemetery project putting the
information onto the GIS map with the goal of
finally having the grave sites online later in the
winter.

At our November 2018 Member Meeting, three
new Society Board members were elected. We
wish to thank Susan Crutchfield, Kathleen Hill and
Charlotte Ruffner for joining the board.

I also would like to acknowledge Lorrie Fulton for
not only managing Marcy House but for creating
lots of enthusiasm around our photo archives.
Every week she features a photo on Facebook

and encourages reader interaction by asking a
question about what is featured in the photo. This
has resulted in not only comments to the SVHS
Facebook page but comments to our website

and the Facebook page ““You know you are from

Sonoma when.”

Just a reminder that Marcy House is open from
9:00 am - 3:00 pm Tuesday through Thursday
for your questions or just to view our amazing
archives.

Patricia Cullinan

Diana Painter, PhD, Architectural Historian and
SVHS President Patricia Cullinan at the November
10th “Second Saturday” Lecture
Photo by Katherine Rinehart

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Linda Bruce
Carla De Petris
Willard C. & Lyn Anne Hay
William & Katherine Roop
Charlotte Ruffner
Janet Wedekind

OUR MISSION
The mission of the Sonoma Valley Historical Society is to provide a forum and a resource for the study and
dissemination of Sonoma Valley history for present and future generations by identifying, collecting, preserving and
sharing artifacts, documents and images.
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SONOMA VALLEY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OFFICERS

Patricia Cullinan, President

Carol Page, Vice President

Yvonne Bowers, Treasurer
Pat Pulvirenti, Secretary

DIRECTORS

Michael Acker
Susan Crutchfield
Kathleen Hill
Tamera Honeybourne
Dr. Peter Meyerhof
Ron Price
Charlotte Ruffner
Kate Schertz

BOARD MEETINGS
First Wednesday of the Month
12:00 pm
Depot Park Museum

ABOUT THE SOCIETY

The Sonoma Valley Historical Society was
formed in January 1937 and has served the
Valley as a nonprofit organization ever since.
It is dedicated to the colllection, preservation
and dissemination of the historic heritage of the
“Valley of the Moon.”

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION
“Sonoma Valley Notes” is the official publication
of the Sonoma Valley Historical Society and is
published quarterly.

Editor: Yvonne Bowers
newsletter@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org
Assistant Editor: Pat Pulvirenti
ppulvirenti@sbcglobal.net

“SECOND SATURDAY”
LECTURE SERIES

Sonoma Community Center
276 East Napa St., Sonoma

January 12, 2019 2:00pm

THE NEW DEAL
presented by Harvey Smith

February 9, 2019 2:00pm

POMO BASKETS &
THEIR PLACE IN CULTURAL LIFE

presented by Clint and Lucy McKay
March 9, 2019 2:00pm
TBD

Watch future e-blasts for lecture updates.

EXHIBITS AT THE DEPOT PARK MUSEUM

The Depot Park Museum has two new exhibits
planned for 2019.

One exhibit will illustrate the research Peter
Meyerhof has done on the first commercial
vineyard and winery in Sonoma near the
Buena Vista and Bartholomew wineries. A
Mission Indian, Viviano, started this vineyard
and winery. Vintners that followed will also be
included.

The second exhibit will feature sports in
Sonoma Valley. Our valley has a rich sport’s
history especially in baseball. This will be a fun
exhibit to create and share with the community.
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(Duffy was also the architect of the Plaza Center
building and the Boyes Food Center.)
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caption: 1980s

In 1980 the Sonoma Mission Inn Corporation,
under Edward Safdie, bought the building and
continued operation of the store and soda fountain.
A later iteration of the Inn converted the store into
a café. In 2016, the Fairmount Corporation closed
the café permanently.

Future plans for the site are unknown.

(Photographs from the author’s collection and courtesy of the
Sonoma Valley Historical Society)

LOST IN THE ARCHIVES
Kate Schertz

A marriage on the rocks?

Once again we have discovered remarkable
documents in the archives at Marcy

House. Several months ago we found what we
believed was the last letter of Ricardo Emparan
to his family (he was married to Lulu Vallejo
Emparan). In the same file was another letter
and envelope bearing the once familiar black
borders of mourning. Written in an elegant-but
hard to read-Spanish script, the letters were sent
to a professional translator. The result was both
stunning and puzzling.

The letters indicate that the Emparans were
estranged, not by Ricardo’s official duties in

Mexico but for some family reason. Ricardo
wrote to his daughter Anita on April 10, 1902,
“It has been a long time since [ have heard
from you all, because your Mama has stopped
writing to me, doubtless because my situation
doesn’t allow me to send money. .. .I need you
to write to me everything that is happening,
because as I said your Mama doesn’t do it and
her letters are like telegrams. . . .I don’t know
what to say to you about your Mama or your
brothers until you write to me. Remember me
to them. Adios, beloved daughter, be happy
and obedient to your Mother; help her in our
sad situation and ask God to help your poor
Father”

The mourning letter was written June 24th
and was from Ricardo’s brother to Lulu,
announcing Ricardo’s death in Baja, California,
on June 4th, news that he had received himself
via the mail that day. In part his letter says.

.. “Ricardo suffered as he himself used to

say, from eternal (illegible word) and that
some bad food produced his death....When
my poor brother was with me the last time,
and I managed, thanks to the medicines

that Choncita and I personally gave him, to
convince him to abandon the cursed vice and
he got quite a bit better . ..you always have
this house open to you in my eager desire to
see you and in expectance of your letters, |
remain..”

ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING

The Sonoma Valley Historical Society Annual
Members Meeting will take place at 1:00 pm
February 9, 2019 at the Sonoma Community
Center (preceding the lecture). Three current
Board Members will be re-elected. The Board
also will present the Annual Report and fiscal
condition of the Society.

Please plan to attend this meeting and get
familiar with the Society’s finances.
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THE SPRINGS
by Michael Acker

THE WOODLEAF STORE/BIG THREE CAFE

In August of 1921, the Index Tribune helpfully
stated “The attention of our readers is called to

» the ad of the Woodleaf Grocery Store at Boyes

N Springs. This store in the Cabanot block is
conducted by Mrs. Lovett and is giving excellent
service to residents in and about the Springs.”

w (Notice a 1921 use of the term “the Springs.”)

8 The Cabanot Block was at the corner of the State
g Highway and Boyes Blvd.

//

After the fire of 1923, rebuilding was brisk. But,
by early 1924, Mr. Cabanot had hired builder M.
Y. Hansen to construct the new Woodleaf Store,
on the site of the old structure.

Marion Greene, a community leader,
operated the Woodleaf Store from 1921

to 1949. Greene sold the store to George
Riccomi, a member of the Cabanot family,
in 1951, and he installed a modern soda
fountain and a horse-shoe counter in a
“brilliant formica yellow design,” and
chartreuse (!) leather upholstery, according
the Index Tribune. The interior was
remodeled by architect Hugh Duffy and
became the Big Three Market in 1959. The
sign was modified to read “Big Three” at the
top. Later, perhaps in the 1970s, the bottom

portion was removed entirely. (a vutllere, [3rs 3 — fut] (e B is

|

caption: 1980s
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SONOMA NEWS FROM THE BEGINNING
OF THE GOLD RUSH

by Peter Meyerhof

Many of the most
interesting letters that
were written here in
Sonoma in the early days
and which describe local
events can’t today be
found in California. These
letters were originally
sent to family and friends
¢ back east and then
frequently forwarded

by these recipients for
publication in their local
papers. Thus we can read
part of a letter written in
Sonoma on August 5, 1848 when news of the
discovery of gold at Sutter’s Mill was only a few
months old. The excitement of the unnamed
Sonoman is palpable. The original letter is

long lost, but its contents were saved by being
published in a Boston newspaper which
printed it in December of that year:

“The mining fever is raging here as well as
elsewhere. Spades, shovels, pickaxes, hoes,
bottles, vials, and boxes, grass tubes, earthen
jars, and even barrels, have been putin
requisition, and have also abruptly left town. I
have heard from one of our citizens, who has
been at the gold placeros a few weeks: he had
collected $1500 worth of the “root of evil,” and
was still averaging at the rate of $100 per day.
Another gentleman, wife and boy, collected
$500 worth in one
day. Another still,
who shut up his
hotel here, some 5
or 6 weeks since,
has returned with
$2200 in pure virgin
gold, collected by his
own exertions, with
no other aid than

a spade, pick and
Indian basket.”

MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL

Membership dues for the Sonoma Valley His-
torical Society are due January 1, 2019.
Please send your check to:

SVHS
P.O. Box 861
Sonoma, CA. 95476

If you have questions about your membership,
please contact Yvonne Bowers
treasurer(@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org

MARCY HOUSE UPDATE
Lorrie Fulton

Marcy House continues to be a busy place, as
our intrepid crew braved cold temperatures
and a broken heater to keep “saving” history!

Collections currently being cataloged:
Ephemera from the Wedekind Family; photos
of Vintage Festival from the late 1940’s through
the 1950’s; “Moonbeams” (a Boyes Hot Springs
newspaper) from 1957-1959; and a large cache
of aerial photos of the valley.

A jacket belonging to “The Crooner” himself,
Bing Crosby, and donated to the Society
decades ago for a fundraiser has been sent off
to a celebrity auction house in Los Angeles and
is expected to do well when it goes to auction.
Our social media presence keeps expanding.
We have 1,044 people that get our page posts,
and a recent post reached over 5,000 folks!

We are always working with the “flow” of the
materials that come into the Marcy House for
cataloging and archiving. It's a process that
continues to evolve, but thanks to all of our
team, our efforts are paying off!

Answers:
1.¢,2.a,3.d,4.b., 5.a,6.¢c,7.d.
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DRAWING AND TEXT BY BARBARA WHITE PERRY

CIRCLE W CHINCHILLA RANCH, 280 LEVERONI ROAD, SONOMA
ALSO KNOWN AS THE ART FARM

Located on 17-acres near the northwest corner of Leveroni Road and Broadway, the Circle W Chinchilla
Ranch moved to Sonoma in 1959. The ranch housed over 2,000 chinchillas in various barns that later
would become artist’s studios. The chinchilla ranch house and barns were owned by Wes and Elise Olson
and later sold to Dudly and Jerome Knill. The Knills were art lovers and converted the chinchilla ranch

to provide low-cost workspaces for artists in 1974. The property became known as the Art Farm. It

was home to as many as 40 artists, many of whom still live and create in Sonoma. Although none of the
original barns or out-buildings were supposed to be lived in, artists often “camped out”, sharing ideas,
equipment, talents and occasionally, a glass of wine.

The Knills sold the property to a developer who allowed everyone to remain on the land. Although the
property was marked for inclusion in the proposed Madera Park subdivision, environmental challenges
delayed development for many years. Many permit changes and planning meetings later the artistic
tenants were given notice to vacate by April 30, 1994. The property was further divided and the western
portion of the 17-acres became a Kaufman & Broad subdivision.

To the distress of many in Sonoma, the property was bulldozed, including the destruction of a one-
hundred year old cork oak tree.

Circle W Chinchilla Ranch drawing was created in 2002 and is part of Barbara’s book Drawing Sonoma
Second Edition. If anyone knows of a special place that has been lost to time or development please contact
her at Barbara@BarbaraWhitePerry.com

SONGS FROM THE ATTIC

Highlights from the Posters, Flyers and
Sonoma Events Drawer

by Dave Brummett
Mystery Man Jeopardy

This person:

1. was a lieutenant in John Sutter’s “army.”

a. Kit Carson

b. 3-Finger Jack
c. Ernst Rufus

d. Ezekiel Merritt

2. became a naturalized citizen of Mexico.
a. Ernst Rufus
b.John Fremont
c. Chief Solano
d. HH Bancroft

3. became a naturalized citizen of the
United States.

a. MG Vallejo

b. Don Salvador Vallejo

c. Governor Micheltorena

d. Ernst Rufus

4. was a grantee of the Cazadores rancho
in Sacamento

a. Thomas Larkin

b. Ernst Rufus

c. Francisco Maria Ruiz

d. Fighting Joe Hooker

5. was a grantee of an area north of Fort
Ross which was named “German Ranch.”
a. Ernst Rufus
b. Charles Preuss
c. Don Salvador Vallejo
d. Thomas Hart Benton

6. resided for a while in Sonoma.
a. Eugene Duflot de Mofras
b. John Sutter
c. Ernst Rufus
d.General Jose Castro

7.is buried in the Mountain cemetery.
a. Don Salvador Vallejo
b. Chief Solano
c. Archibald Gillespie
d. Ernst Rufus

Answers found on page 3.

As you've probably guessed there’s a
story here.

General William Tecumseh Sherman
and his role in Sonoma History
Kate Schertz

The Sonoma Valley Historical Society archives
are a fascinating place. One never knows what
tidbit of history will pop up. Take, for example,
Civil War General Sherman’s early role as a
young Army officer in Sonoma’s Story.

In the folder containing a very small
photograph of an engraving of General
Sherman the following anecdote dated March
13, 1895 appeared:

“As a Lieutenant in the U.S.Army, young
Sherman came to Sonoma in 1847 to arrest
John H. Nash who had refused to relinquish his
office to Lilburn Boggs newly appointed to that
office.

He came back again in Feb. 1849 with General
Persifer Smith, who was head of the U.S.

Army’s new Division of the Pacific. Sherman
was his Adjutant General. Smith set up his
headquarters in the Leese-Fitch Adobe. The
Sonoma post was closed in Jan 1852. Sherman
left and attempted to make a career as a banker,
then a military school superintendent.”

Then along came the Civil War and the rest - as
they say - is history.



