Sonoma Valley Historical Society
P.O. Box 861
Sonoma, CA. 95476-0861

Return Service Requested

DEPOT PARK MUSEUM

270 First Street West
Sonoma, CA. 95476
(707) 938-1762
http://depotparkmuseum.org

Museum Hours:
Saturday - Sunday
1:00 - 4:00 pm

By appointment
Call (707) 938-1762
(Leave Message)
or email

info@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org

EARN $$ FOR THE SOCIETY
WHEN YOU SHOP!

e Sign up at escrip.com.

e Choose Sonoma Valley Histori-
cal Society as your charity

e Register your card for Lucky,
Sonoma Market and more.

e Save $$ for the Society every
time you shop.

SHOP AND MAKE AN IMPACT!
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MARCY HOUSE
ARCHIVES
AND RESEARCH
CENTER

205 First Street West
Sonoma, CA. 95476

Tuesday - Thursday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Sign up for AmazonSmile and help us make an impact in our community. Visit smile.amazon.
com and select Sonoma Valley Historical Society. For every eligible purchase you make, the Amazon
Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price to our organization. It’s easy, quick and powerful!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The crew at the Marcy House has been working
on the California State Library grant (California
Revealed) project, inventorying and cataloging
the amazing material the society has (262 entries
to date!). Thanks go to Janice Stites, Kate Schertz,
Kate Lord, Lorrie Fulton, Peter Meyerhof and
Shelley Hoffman for all their hard work. Shelley
Hoffman and Jim Brewer will be retiring at the
end of June after several years volunteering at
the Marcy House and the Depot Park Museum.
Thanks to both of them for their hard work and
dedication.

Daniel Herrera is finalizing the History,
Community and Me third grade curriculum. Daniel
was a valuable addition to our team for last year’s
classes at Sassarini.

Regrettably, the Society was not awarded the
Impact100 Sonoma Community Capital grant. We
applied for this grant to help fund a much-needed
new roof at the Depot Park Museum. If you can
help with this effort please mail a check to the
Sonoma Valley Historical Society, PO Box 861,
Sonoma, CA. 95476. Any contribution will be
much appreciated and is tax deductible.

Plans are in the works to move the Golden Gate
Railroad Museum’s rolling stock to Schellville.

They have met with the Society to discuss
cooperation and collaboration between our two
organizations. We are welcoming them to town
and are excited about this venture.

Wishing you a wonderful summer and include
a visit to the Depot Park Museum to view our
new exhibits or knock on the Marcy House door
Tuesday thru Thursday and ask Lorrie about our
latest projects.

Patricia Cullinan

SPECIAL LECTURE
Sunday, July 29, 2018
11:00 am
Depot Park Museum

GENERAL VALLE]JO: SONOMA WINEMAKER
Presented by Martha McGettigan
(direct descendent of General Vallejo)

Presented as part of the Sonoma Valley

Wine History Weekend

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Jerry Bourne
Julie Morrison
Richard Raley
Bill & Pat Scheuner
Sarah Stierch

OUR MISSION
The mission of the Sonoma Valley Historical Society is to provide a forum and a resource for the study and
dissemination of Sonoma Valley history for present and future generations by identifying, collecting, preserving and
sharing artifacts, documents and images.
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SONOMA VALLEY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OFFICERS

Patricia Cullinan, President

Carol Page, Vice President

Yvonne Bowers, Treasurer
Pat Pulvirenti, Secretary

DIRECTORS

Tamera Honeybourne
Ron Price
Dr. Peter Meyerhof
Michael Acker
Kate Schertz

BOARD MEETINGS
First Wednesday of the Month
12:00 pm
Depot Park Museum

ABOUT THE SOCIETY

The Sonoma Valley Historical Society was
formed in January 1937 and has served the
Valley as a nonprofit organization ever since.
It is dedicated to the colllection, preservation
and dissemination of the historic heritage of

the “Valley of the Moon.”

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

“Sonoma Valley Notes” is the official
publication of the Sonoma Valley Historical
Society and is published quarterly.

Editor: Yvonne Bowers
yvonne@yvonnebowers.com
Assistant Editor: Pat Pulvirenti
ppulvirenti@sbcglobal.net

“"SECOND SATURDAY”
LECTURE SERIES

September 8, 2018 2:00pm
Sonoma Community Center
276 East Napa St., Sonoma

LECTURE TBD

Watch your e-blasts for an update on the
September lecture. If you're not on the e-blast
list, please contact Yvonne Bowers
yvonnebowers@mac.com to be added.

The Society is sorry to note the passing of
Willis Stinson on May 25, 2018. Will and his
wife, Judy were faithful docents at the Depot
Park Museum. We thank them for their service
and offer our sincere condolences to the family.

MARCY HOUSE UPDATE
Lorrie Fulton

Marcy House is coming to life with our new
“open” hours (Tuesday through Thursday, 9:00
am to 4:00 pm). Folks have seen the open sign
and are dropping in to see what is happening.

Currently we are working on cataloging some

ledgers (we now know the shopping habits of
General Vallejo and Agoston Haraszthy!!) and

photos from the 1948 Vintage Festival (Gladys
Simmons Dodge Collection).

We are focusing on social media as a way to
connect with the community and increase
awareness of the Society and the Marcy House.
We have been posting items from our collections
on Facebook and interacting with those folks who
comment. If you are a Facebook user, please visit
(and “like”) the Sonoma Valley Historical Society

page.

Answer: The merger of the Sonoma Index-Telegraph
and Sonoma Valley Moon.

Sonoma Valley Notes

Page 7

REVEALING HISTORY'S SECRETS
OR TRYING TO...

Over the past six months, exciting things have
been happening at the Sonoma Valley Historical
Society (SVHS) as we work to inventory and
catalogue our vast Society archives.

Visitors to the Depot Park Museum see only a tiny
bit of this huge collection. Materials range from
General Hooker’s bear claw boots to documents
bearing the signatures of the original Bear
Flaggers and historical memorabilia from Sonoma
families.

The exhibit prepared for the celebration of Pueblo
Day June 23rd focused on General Vallejo and

his role in the founding of the Pueblo of Sonoma.
It includes documents and photos never before
displayed for public viewing. We have the original
Congressional Act document granting General
Vallejo the land on which the Barracks presently
stands bearing the seal and signature of then
President of the United States Andrew Johnson
complete with its light blue ribbon.

Also exhibited were “history mysteries”

(items discovered for which the society has no
provenance information) which includes six large
stunning oil pastels meant to illustrate a short
story written by Dr. ]. Wilson Shiels which first
appeared in a San Francisco literary magazine
in 1909. Coincidentally Dr. Shiels was one of the
signatories on Jack London’s death certificate.
Who made them and why? They are as puzzling
as the original Swiss passport of Antonio Caccia,
dated 1884 and created by the Swiss Consul

in Besancon, France for the sole purpose of Sr.
Caccia’s immigration to America. He came, we
have his passport. Who was he? Did he live in
Sonoma? Is his family still here?

Maybe someone who comes to the Museum or
reads this newsletter will help us fill in the blanks
of these “history mysteries.”
Kate Schertz
Lost in the Archives

DON STEVENS HONORED BY
VETERANS
by Sandi Hansen

Don Stevens is the kind of person you would
hire first, and then find a job for him to do,
because he gets things done.

Don and his wife, Shirley, joined the Sonoma
Valley Historical Society 37 years ago. Over
the years, Don has been a four-term Board
Member; vice-president; membership
secretary; and editor, writer and publisher of
the Society’s newsletter. In addition, he has
served as technical advisor and was in charge
of the maintenance and security of the Depot
building. To say his achievements at the Depot
Park Museum and supporter of the Historical
Society were invaluable is an understatement.

Don has also devoted himself to supporting
local veterans. He spent 21 years in the Air
Force and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in
1973.

As a member of the local American Legion,

in the late 1990’s, Don began working to help
create the Sonoma Veterans Memorial Park,
the Star Fountain and the Veterans Cemetery.
Don said, “My job was keeping the books and
records, acknowledging donations and tracking
all the income and outgo”

On May 28™, at this year’s Memorial Day
Observance, Robert Arnold, the grandson of
General “Hap” Arnold, presented a stunning
glass- sculpture award to Don in recognition of
his dedication and hard work. “It was a total
surprise to me!” Don said. Engraved on the
glass was, “For outstanding contributions and
exceptional accomplishments in supporting the
Sonoma Veterans Memorial Park Association
and the Sonoma Valley joint Memorial Day
Observance.”

Thanks for your decades of dedication to two
of Sonoma’s vital organizations. You Rock Don!
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CALIENTE VILLA
Michael Acker

The resort was located on the east side of Sonoma Highway, near the corner of what was then known as
Sonoma Avenue, now Marin Avenue. The Agua Caliente post office was reportedly located in one of the
resort buildings. e

W' Q Flowery was once & wo-room schoolhouse an the comer of Highway 12
In a 1941 article, the Index ;
Tribune located the resort
across the road from (the old)
Flowery School, which was at
the corner of Vailetti Drive.

2 and Vailatt Dnve.

Flowery alguna vez fue une escuela de dos aulas en Ia esquina de
s Highway 12 y Vailett Dnve

Courtesy Flowery School

The original owners of Caliente Villa in Agua Caliente are not known, but we do know by 1917 the resort
was owned by A. Nevraumont. Nevraumont was an early resort owner in El Verano, having established
El Verano Villa before the turn of the 20th century. In fact,

CALIENTE WwVibLLA  theVillawentthrough many owners and managers. In 1920
’ Mrs. Lewis and Miss Ross were in charge. They “have leased
e the (resort) and will conduct the popular springs resort on
"'”W'”l;‘::‘jif‘;’s"" the apartment plan...” Along with “modern conveniences
condii® +re  and comforts,” the new proprietors would provide “a long-
distance phone” and a “classy jazz orchestra!”

o o Situated inthe Beautiful
ne, two ree

S Valley of the Moon
tents and cotuu;es
£ ished for
L -8

f N.
~W. P._and 8. P.
R cads Napa-
Santa Rosa , and
Sonoma_ Valley-
San Rafael Stage

Lines.

MRS. R. L. LEWIS and MISS I. ROSS, Managers
AGUA CALIENTE. SEONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

That same year, Lewis and Ross entertained “twenty-four
members of the Salt Lake City baseball team...Mrs. Lewis and
Miss Ross were assisted by a number of young ladies...There
was dancing, music and card playing...” and “everything was
complimentary, including the smokes, and the boys report a
swell time.”

Jack Valente (his name is seen under Caliente Villa

in the sign) ran the resort as of 1940. The term “auto

camp,” however, was in use at least from the early 1920s.

Automobile tourism in Sonoma Valley started before the
opening of the Golden Gate Bridge.

YA CRLIENTE — &

SONGMA L, CALIFIIRNIA,

Courtesy California State Library

Several of the buildings were in existence in 1984 when Dan Peterson made his
_ historic resource report for Redevelopment. A twenty unit condo development
. replaced most of the resort in the late 1980s. In 2018 only one of the resort
structures still stands.

Thanks to Jeff Gilbert for the great photo of his great-uncles in front of Caliente
Villa. Jeff wrote via Facebook “My great-uncle Joe Costa and my great-uncle SFPD
Officer Joe O’'Rourke - early 1930’s - great shot of Caliente Villa behind them.”
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THE FIRST SONOMA VISITORS TO
OREGON

Peter Meyerhof

In the early 1840’s, there were approximately 100
individuals who lived within the confines of the
Pueblo of Sonoma. It may be surprising to realize
that any of these Sonomans would want to travel
from their homes in a Spanish speaking, Catholic
land through hundreds of miles of rugged Indian
territory, devoid of any Mexican presence, to a
culturally distinct English speaking, Protestant
land where an ongoing dispute between England
and the United States left its future, very much in
question.

But in 1843, a party of about 40 men, women and
children left a ranch in the Davis area for Oregon.
Most were recent American immigrants who were
fed up with living in California. One of them was
Joel Walker who said, “if the flag was changed

I was coming back, but if it was not I was not
going to return.”

Quite surprising is that among this group of
dissatisfied people was a Sonoman, a 61-year-old
Californio who barely spoke a word of English.
His name was Antonio Ortega and he may well
have been the first Californio to settle in Oregon.
He had once been General Vallejo’s mayordomo
of the Sonoma Mission, but had led a truly wicked
life ending with the desertion of his destitute wife
and family. He said he had no intention of ever
returning to California.

The other Sonoman was Jacob Leese. He had

a unique business opportunity for making the
trip. He had acquired, partly from his brother-
in-law General Vallejo, 2000 mission sheep
(theoretically belonging to the Native American
neophytes of the Sonoma Mission). He intended
to sell them in Oregon, not to fellow Americans
but to the British Hudson Bay Company, who
could pay him substantially more.

The trip to Oregon was full of adventure as might
be expected in driving a total of 3000 sheep, 1200
cattle, and 600 horses through the forests and
mountains of Northern California and Oregon. It
took two months to arrive at their destination in
northern Oregon.

Leese was the first to return to Sonoma, being

fortunate enough to catch a ship headed for San
Francisco. After working in a lumber mill for
four years, Ortega also returned to Sonoma. He
sold the property (multiple times) his wife was
living in to unsuspecting people, including Father
Brouillet whom he met in Oregon, and who
became priest of Sonoma’s Catholic Church.

SONOMA VALLEY WINE HISTORY
WEEKEND
July 28 - 29, 2018

To celebrate the astonishing history of Sonoma
Valley, the Sonoma Valley Historical Society and
Buena Vista Winery announce Sonoma Valley
Wine History Weekend. This free, two day event
takes place at both the Depot Park Museum and
Buena Vista Winery in Sonoma.

On Saturday, July 28, a free lecture will be
presented at 11:00 am in the Wine Museum on
the third floor of the Champagne Cellars at Buena
Vista Winery. Sonoma Historian, Peter Meyerhof,
will describe his original research, which revealed
the name of the first winemaker at what became
Buena Vista Winery. This winemaker was a
Native American who had been taught to make
wine by the Franciscan Fathers of the Sonoma
Mission. At noon there will be the unveiling of a
new exhibit at Buena Vista Winery describing this
first winemaker along with other artifacts and
interpretive materials.

Sonoma Valley Wine History Weekend
continues at 4:00 pm on Saturday, July 28 at
Buena Vista Winery with the free, inaugural
performance of a new historical play: “An Uneasy
Future: General Vallejo, the Count, and Joaquin
Murietta in Sonoma.” This play, written by local
historian and playwright George Webber, brings
to life the historical question: “What if General
Vallejo and the Count helped hide the noted
Californio bandit Joaquin Murietta?”

On Sunday, July 29, a free lecture will take place at
the Depot Park Museum at 11:00 am. The lecture,
given by Martha McGettigan, will be “General
Continued on Page 5
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DRAWING AND TEXT BY BARBARA WHITE PERRY
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DEPOT PARK MUSEUM, 270 First Street West, Sonoma, 1880

Before the railroads came to Sonoma, transportation was limited to steamboat and stagecoach. In 1879,
Sonoma Valley Railroad began daily service from Vineburg to Wingo and there made direct connections
with a paddle-wheeled steamboat to San Francisco. In 1880, the railway track was extended to the
Sonoma Plaza. From Schellville the track went straight north up Eighth Street East to Spain Street, turned
west and proceeded to the Plaza, where a Depot was built in February 1880. The track then continued
west on Spain Street to near the present Highway 12 where it turned right and went north to Glen Ellen.

Traffic soon became difficult on Spain Street. Occupying the north side of the Plaza was the Depot, a car
barn, engine house, turntable, water pump, coal yard, brick pile and spur tracks. Citizens became critical
of the condition of the Plaza. The Index-Tribune, in editorials, urged that the Sonoma Valley Railroad

be relocated off the Plaza. By 1890 the Depot was moved two blocks north to its present location,

now known as Depot Park. It served as Sonoma’s train depot for another 50 years until the car and

the Greyhound Bus took its’ place. By 1943, Southern Pacific pulled-up the last of the railway tracks in
Sonoma Valley. The Depot burned to the ground in January 1976.

In 1977, the Sonoma Valley Historical Society began a fund raising project to rebuild the Depot for use

as a museum. It raised over $50,000, the City of Sonoma contributed an additional $50,000 of insurance
money and Sonoma County gave approximately $50,000. In July 1978, the City Council agreed to accept
three railroad cars for the Depot Museum. The Depot was dedicated in June 1979, an exact replica of the
100-year-old Sonoma Valley Railroad Depot. Information for this article obtained from the Sonoma Index
Tribune’s 100 Years Edition.

The Depot Museum is a new illustration completed in 2018 by Barbara White Perry. Her book, Drawing Sonoma, is
a collection of fifty-five ink and vine charcoal drawings featuring historic and unique property in Sonoma Valley and
colorful stories of each property’s past. BarbaraWhitePerry.com
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SONGS FROM THE ATTIC
Highlights from the Posters, Flyers & Sonoma Events
Drawer

contributed by Dave Brummett

1990’s

“Gambling Jones,” a carefree event to chase away
the problems of the ‘90s Get your tickets at
Adobe Drug or Ruggles Music & Art.

presented by the Sonoma Depot Park Museum

1991

Check out “The Story of Sonoma” by Martha Ann
Francisca McGettigan, original music and lyrics
by Francisca Vallejo McGettigan including chorus,
dancers, children, piano and the New Wine
Ringers, English bell choir.

Sponsored by the Sonoma Valley Historical
Society

1991

The Red & White Ball included a “walk to your
favorite Sonoma restaurant to enjoy a three-
course dinner with Sonoma Valley wine.”
Sponsored by the Sonoma Valley Historical
Society and the Grape Growers Association

Date ?

The Second Annual Antique & Attic Sale!

Two days in the red tent in the rear of City Hall
“Antiques, treasures & bargains galore.”
Sponsored by the Depot Museum Committee

1979

The 2nd Annual Black & White Pops Concert
Andrews Hall, Sonoma Community Center
Mrs. James (Jerry) Duchscherer-soprano
Mrs. Patrick (Sharon) Falvey-pianist

“There will be door prizes!”

1976?

Old Fashion 4th of July in Sonoma
Patriotic Ceremony (11-1!!1)

Amazing Rides

Barbecue (Adults $1.00, Children $.75)
4th of July Music

Gigantic Stupendous Events and_Historical
Tableaux!

Next time we’ll be looking into the Newspaper
Drawer. Here’s a preview: The 50th anniversary
of an event was highlighted in the Sonoma Index-
Tribune on September 3, 1927. What was the
event?

(Look for the answer on page 2)

SONOMA WINE HISTORY WEEKEND
continued from page 3

Vallejo: Sonoma Winemaker” Ms. McGettigan is a
direct descendent of General Vallejo.

Sonoma Wine History Weekend is a series
of free events presented by the Sonoma Valley
Historical Society and Buena Vista Winery.

The Depot Park Museum is open Saturday and
Sunday from 1:00 to 4:00 pm, closed New Year’s
Eve and Day.

Buena Vista Winery is open every day from
10:00 am to 5:00 pm, except Christmas and
Thanksgiving.

For more information, please contact Patricia
Cullinan or George Webber.

Contact:

Patricia Cullinan

Sonoma Valley Historical Society/Depot Park Museum
info@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org

(805) 801-6625

270 First Street West, P.O. 861

Sonoma, CA 95476

George Webber
The Count at Buena Vista Winery
h n navistawinery.com

(707) 260-9511
18000 Old Winery Road
Sonoma, CA 95476



