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SHOP AND MAKE AN IMPACT!

Sign up for AmazonSmile and help us make an impact in our
community. Visit smile.amazon.com and select Sonoma Valley
Historical Society. For every eligible purchase you make, the
Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price to our
organization. It's easy, quick and powerful!

NEW SCRIP CARD AT NUGGET

Nugget Stores (Sonoma Market & Glen Ellen Market) have
issued new scrip cards. Email Yvonne Bowers
treasurer@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org to get yours or
pick one up at any any Society event.

info@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org

MARCY HOUSE ARCHIVES
AND RESEARCH CENTER
205 First Street West
Sonoma, CA. 95476
Tuesday - Thursday

9:00 am to 4:00 pm
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The Sonoma Valley Historical Society is gearing up
for a very busy fall.

e The Third Grade “History, Community and Me”
curriculum, piloted last year, began again at
Sassarini School in September. Daniel Herrera,
is the instructor and brings experience
teaching students who are bilingual.

e Diana Painter, funded by a grant the Society
received from the Landmarks Commission, has
been working on creating the “Sonoma Valley
Context Statements” and will be making a
presentation at our November lecture.

e Lynn Downey is completing her
documentation of the October 2017 fires. She
is planning to present her completed project
to the Sonoma Valley Historical Society at
the end of the year. You will be able to read
the oral histories that she has collected. The
completed project will be an important piece
of Sonoma’s history of which we will be the
stewards.

e A new Depot Park Museum exhibit is being
planned about Viviano, the mission Indian that
created a successful vineyard at Buena Vista
and made quality wine using the skill that he
learned in the mission.

Please be sure to stop by the Museum and view
the Vallejo exhibit, created in June, to celebrate

Pueblo Day.

We are planning a year-end appeal this year
requesting help to support the Marcy House
archives. Keep your eyes open for our flyer and
please consider a donation to support these
historically significant and precious archives.

Patricia Cullinan

6th ANNUAL HOLIDAY TRAIN SHOW

Depot Park Museum
Friday, Saturday and Sunday for 3 weekends,
December 7-9, 14-16, 21-23.
12:00 - 4:00 pm

TOOT !I! TOOT !!!

The Sonoma Valley Historical Society will once
again host our Annual Train Show. We are excited
to have The Northwestern Pacific Railroad
Historical Society (http://www.nwprrhs.org/)
participate and provide a photo display of railroad
history from their collection. We will publicize
special events that will be occurring during this
show. Watch for announcements in our local
newspapers.

OUR MISSION
The mission of the Sonoma Valley Historical Society is to provide a forum and a resource for the study and
dissemination of Sonoma Valley history for present and future generations by identifying, collecting, preserving and
sharing artifacts, documents and images.
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SONOMA VALLEY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OFFICERS

Patricia Cullinan, President

Carol Page, Vice President

Yvonne Bowers, Treasurer
Pat Pulvirenti, Secretary

DIRECTORS

Tamera Honeybourne
Ron Price
Dr. Peter Meyerhof
Michael Acker
Kate Schertz

BOARD MEETINGS
First Wednesday of the Month
12:00 pm
Depot Park Museum

ABOUT THE SOCIETY

The Sonoma Valley Historical Society was
formed in January 1937 and has served the
Valley as a nonprofit organization ever since.
It is dedicated to the colllection, preservation
and dissemination of the historic heritage of
the “Valley of the Moon.”

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION
“Sonoma Valley Notes” is the official
publication of the Sonoma Valley Historical
Society and is published quarterly.

Editor: Yvonne Bowers
yvonne@yvonnebowers.com
Assistant Editor: Pat Pulvirenti
ppulvirenti@sbcglobal.net

“"SECOND SATURDAY”
LECTURE SERIES

Sonoma Community Center
276 East Napa St., Sonoma

October 13, 2018 2:00pm

LAND, LOVE AND LOSS:
THE SYLVERIA PACHECO STORY
presented by Damian Bacich, Ph.D

Damian will discuss the story of Sylveria Pacheco de
Coles: asaga of Californio life in the 19th century.
Born in 1811 at Mission Santa Clara, Sylveria was
one of the few women granted title to mission
buildings prior to secularization. Through business
dealings, legal battles and marriage, she fought a long,
losing battle to maintain their holdings and adapt to
U.S. society. Along the way, her life intersected with
Franciscan padres and Jesuits, Prussian aristocrats,
Mexican governors, American pioneer families, and
unscrupulous lawyers.

November 10, 2018 2:00pm

SONOMA VALLEY IN CONTEXT:
PEOPLE, PLACES AND BUILDINGS
presented by Diana Painter, Ph.D

This lecture follows six years of research on the
historic buildings and landscapes of Sonoma Valley,
which began in 2012 with a historic resource
survey of the most architecturally significant and
historically noteworthy buildings in the Valley. A
number of important historic structures were lost
in the October 2017 Nunns Fire. These losses were
documented as well, with the assistance of a grant
from the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
Featured properties will include the residences,
resorts, wineries, vineyards, and agricultural
buildings that bring Sonoma Valley’s history to life.

Please note there is no Second Saturday Lecture
in December. The new lecture season begins
January 2019

Sonoma Valley Notes
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MARCY HOUSE ARCHIVES
Most weeks The Marcy House is open from 9:00 am -3:00 pm Tuesday-Thursday.

Please confirm with a call ahead. (707) 938-1335.

CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY GRANT
UPDATE

We have completed the California State Library
Grant project that facilitated a significant
representation of our archives to be input to
PastPerfect, a management software program.

Gems that were discovered and entered:

e The Bates Collection contains the certification
signed by the doctors who were with Jack
London when he died, stating the cause of his
death. There was a rumor he died of a drug
overdose promoted by Irving Stone when he
wrote ‘Sailor on Horseback’. The document
is the original, a photocopy of which was
used to refute Stone’s theory. Zolita Bates
was a member of a Sonoma pioneer family.
The material in this collection spans from the
Donner Party to Hap Arnold.

e Photos of a very early landscape design of the
Duhring House done by landscape architect,
Thomas Church.

e Early translations of California documents
from 1836-1856, each approved with General
Vallejo's signature.

e Photos of Sonoma Schellville rodeos

As part of The California Revealed Project, the
rare (and fragile) Expositor newspapers are
being digitized. Soon they will be available
online for all to search. Watch the Sonoma Valley
Historical Society’s Facebook page for a notice
when they are available.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Pat Coleman & Rick Suerth
Nancy Johnson

BOARD MEMBERS ARE
NEEDED!

You can support YOUR Society by serving
on the Board and helping shape Society
activities, exhibits, events, fundraisers and
more. To be considered for the November
election, please contact Kate Schertz at
kate.schertz@gmail.com.

REVEALING HISTORY’S SECRETS
OR TRYING TO...

We have now inventoried and arranged our
holdings related to the Vallejo Family. A jewel
appeared in the form of a short note in the
General’s handwriting to the Sonoma City
Council written when he was Mayor. His
suggestion would still be appropriate it seems
as the present Council wrestles with pithy
issues.

“Sonoma, December 10, 1860

To the Honourable, the Common Council of the
City of Sonoma.

Messieurs

Herewith I return approved this day an
ordinance passed by you the (indecipherable
two words) fixing the times and place of your
meetings.

And allow me, messieurs, to suggest that
the Marshall or a deputy be required to be
present at all meetings of the council for
the preservation of that order decorum and
dignity which should at all times be secured
and preserved during your deliberations.
[ remain messieurs
Yours respectfully,
M. G. Vallejo
Mayor”
Kate Schertz
Lost in the Archives
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THE BOYES HOT SPRING PLAZA
by Michael Acker

On December 20, 1956, the Sonoma Index-Tribune
reported “Old timers in Boyes felt some remorse this
Monday when the old stately palm tree in the Boyes
Plaza was cut down to make way for a new building.”
The new building was the second half of the Plaza
Center building which houses the post office today.
The Index-Tribune went on, “They (the old timers)
could remember standing beneath that tree when the
old train used to unload vacationers at the railroad
station, located years ago, right near the tree.”

Northwestern Pacific Railroad

Boyes Springs

Scale: One Inch = 60 feet  Oct. 1925

Yes, there was a Plaza in Boyes Springs. It existed as

part of the land owned by the Northwestern Pacific
Railroad. A railroad map from 1925 shows an elongated
lozenge shaped feature, parallel to the tracks, bisected by
pathways at right angles, and with a circular form at the
center. Photo Right from Mike Acker’s Collection

The palm tree was there, according part of an aerial
photo from 1943 taken by the Navy (thanks to Bob
Parmelee who retrieved it from the National Archives). 8
The palm tree is seen near the center of the photo. ‘
Highway 12 is just to the right, Boyes Blvd. curves
around in front. The Depot was removed in 1942.

In 1949, the Sonoma Index-Tribune reported that the Boyes Springs Boosters Club voted to “put a new
lawn at the Boyes Hot Springs Plaza and pay for the electricity to keep the ‘Boyes Hot Springs Welcome’
: sign lit each evening.”

Photo Left from Bruce Griewe’s
family collection, 1943

Photo Right Courtesy of Jerry Biers

JLLEY
LSCHOOL
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IMPORTANT MEMBER MEETINGS

Join us for the Sonoma Valley Historical
Society Annual Meeting/Nominations on
Saturday, October 13th and Annual Elections
on Saturday, November 10th at the Sonoma
Community Center. Both meetings will start
at 1:00pm and precede the “Second Saturday”
lectures listed on page 2.

Please attend these important meetings to
receive a report of the state of the Society,
hear the nominations for the 2019 Board
and participate in the election process. Be
prepared to ask your questions and share
any thoughts regarding the Sonoma Valley
Historical Society.

For questions, please email

info@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS FOR 2019
ARE DUE JANUARY 1.

Docents $15 per year
Individual $45 per year
Family $75 per year
Business $200 per year
Patron $500 per year

Benefactor $1,000 per year

Send your check to:

Sonoma Valley Historical Society
P.O. Box 861

Sonoma, CA. 95476

or renew at any Society event - cash, check or credit
card.

Email Membership Chair Yvonne Bowers at
treasurer@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org

to request a copy of the membership application or
ask a question about your membership.

Thank you for renewing early! Your support is
critical to the mission of the Sonoma Valley Historical
Society.

BACK TO THE FUTURE
by Peter Meyerhof

As we search through old books for the words of
historical figures long gone, we seldom expect
to find them staring intently into the distant
future to reach us too. But such is the case with
Lt. Joseph Revere. We know of Revere as the man
who lowered the Bear Flag over the Sonoma
Plaza, and first
raised the Stars
and Stripes on
July 9, 1846. A
few years later
he wrote of his
experiences in
California, and he
concludes with
this dialogue:
“Perhaps

a hundred

years hence,
some curious
book-worm,
while exploring a musty library, may alight
upon this then forgotten volume, and will

be tempted to find out what was said and
predicted of California at the eventful period
of her annexation to the United States, and
the discovery of her mineral wealth. The poor
Indians will then have passed aways; ... the
Grizzly Bear will live only in the books and in
tradition; the Elk will have become extinct;
the wild horse will be seen no more, ... Child
of the Future! What wilt thou then see? ...
Will [California] have fulfilled the promises of
this our day, and be the highway of a mighty
commerce, and replete with enterprise and
opulence? Will she become populous and
enlightened, the seat of arts and learning, the
generous rival of her elder sisters ...? Son of a
hopeful age! Thy response may not reach the
dull, cold ear of death; but Heaven grant it may
be such as, if living, we should most wish to
hear!”

Joseph Revere (1849). A Tour of Duty in California.
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DRAWING AND TEXT BY BARBARA WHITE PERRY

HOUSE OF HAPPY WALLS MUSEUM

The House of Happy Walls was built between 1919 and 1926 by Charmian London after Jack London’s
death. The stone building was designed by architect Harry Merritt who actively worked with Charmian
to achieve a design that would serve as a museum as well as Charmian’s home. This unique structure was
influenced by the Arts and Crafts movement. Located on a knoll, its rustic character came from the use
of uncoursed natural fieldstone found on the ranch, ceramic tile roof, and massive redwood beams. The
interior of the building, approximately 4,000 square feet, was finished in 1935. It took a long time to finish
because Charmian was so emotionally attached to the cottage, where she and Jack had lived; she put off the
date for completion. Much of the construction information and details have been lost through the years,
such as the plans or names of the master craftsmen.

Charmian lived in the House of Happy Walls from 1935 to 1952 before returning to the cottage where she
died in her sun porch in 1955, the same room where Jack London and Eliza Shepard, Jack’s step-sister, had
died.

Jack London State Historic Park, also known as Beauty Ranch, received National Historic Landmark status
in 1963. It is an innovative park that preserves the dream of Jack and Charmian, enriches the experience
and serves the community. In 2012, management of the park was transferred to Jack London Park Partners.
Through an operating agreement with California Department of Parks and Recreation, this spectacular
park and museum remains open for all to enjoy.

The House of Happy Walls Museum will have a grand re-opening on November 10, 2018 at 10 am. The
public is invited to attend. 2400 London Ranch Road, Glen Ellen, CA 95442, info@jacklondonpark.com

The House of Happy Walls is a new ink and vine-charcoal illustration created by Barbara White Perry. Her
book Drawing Sonoma, 2" Edition features historic and unique properties of Sonoma Valley.
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SONGS FROM THE ATTIC
Highlights from the Posters, Flyers & Sonoma Events
Drawer

contributed by Dave Brummett

Heard the rumor about Jack London’s suicide?

“Glen Ellen, November 22, 1916.

At about 6:30 P.M. November 21, 1916 Mr.
Jack London partook of his dinner.

He was taken during the night with what
was supposed to be an attack of indigestion.
This however, proved to be a gastro-
intestinal type of uremia. He rapidly
entered coma, and died at 7:45 P.M.,
November 22, 1916.

William S. Porz‘er, Oa,é/ano/

AM Thompson, Sonoma

WB Hays, Sonoma

TJ. Wilson Shiels, San Francisco"

These gentlemen were all physicians. Porter was
London’s personal physician and Sheils was a
specialist from San Francisco.

(President John F. Kennedy died on Nov. 22nd.
Coincidence? Are you sure?)

There was a benefit ball on Tuesday Evening,
December 28th 1869. Included on the
“Committee of Arrangements” were:

Gen MG Vallejo

GT Pauli

N Carriger

H Hill

L Adler

and more from Sonoma, Santa Rosa, Vallejo,
Napa, Petaluma and, amazingly, from Suscol.
What was the benefit for? The New Public School
House at Sonoma.

(Wonder where it was located.)
From the records of the Superior Court, County

of Sonoma, December 1, 1891.
It seems the creditors of one RD Moore were

asking the court to assess his estate the sum

of $63.52. Mr. Moore had purchased “goods,
wares, and merchandise” from Cartan McCarthy
& Co., Wholesale Liquor.

Sonoma, June 20%, 1866.

Mr. WC Smith, Tax Collector, Napa City was
demanding tax payment of $21 with a penalty of
$2.19.

Seems like a lot of effort for the amount of
change you might find in your couch today. Well,
in 1860 a horse cost 10 bucks, a pound of coffee
was 23 cents, a dozen eggs, 20 cents, a four-
room tenement $4.45 per month. Manufacturing
jobs paid about $1.34 a day and teachers made
$72 dollars A YEAR! (Unless you were a woman
and then the average was $54.50.)

(Couldn’t find prices for telephone service,
television sets or autos. Wonder why.)

BERNADINE “BERNIE” FREDELL

The Sonoma Valley Historical Society
membership was saddened to hear about
the passing of Bernie Fredell on August 17,
2018. Bernie was a long-time docent at

the Depot Park Museum and a dedicated
volunteer in Sonoma, receiving a Community
Service award in 2002. In addition to being

a docent for the Sonoma Valley Historical
Society, Bernie was a docent at the Toscano
Hotel and Kitchen for the Sonoma League
for Historic Preservation for over twenty-
five years. Bernie also volunteered for
Sonoma Petaluma Parks, Inc., at the Barracks
bookstore. She was a 30-year plus member
of the Sonoma Valley Woman’s Club and

was a mentor to fifth graders as well. She
exemplified an active senior, helping in
several areas of our community. Her bright,
friendly smile reflected her positive attitude,
and she made many friends here at the Depot
Park Museum. She truly will be missed.




