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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The fires of October were particularly stressful 
for the SVHS Board both personally and in our 
capacity as custodians of Sonoma’s historical 
archives.   Facilities Manager, Dennis Grimes 
wet down the Marcy House roof and personally 
spoke to Ray Mulas of Schell-Vista Fire Dept. 
about the critical importance of protecting the 
Marcy House and the Depot Park Museum. 
We were fortunate as the Arnold Field parking 
lot was the staging area for many of the fire 
personnel. Firefighters were seen using the 
porch of the Marcy House to get some much 
needed rest. The archives suffered no damage. 
The Society is documenting the fire in several 
ways.  

Lynn Downey is assisting us in creating a 
collection of photos, oral histories and movies 
documenting the disaster. Lynn has spoken 
with several firefighters, throughout the 
valley, who have provided first hand stories 
and experiences.  In addition, several Valley 
residents have generously shared their photos. 
These efforts will create an archive of the 
October fires.  Please see her report on page 3 
of this newsletter.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
awarded a $5,000 emergency funding grant 
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OUR MISSION 
The mission of the Sonoma Valley Historical Society is to provide a forum and a resource for the study 

and dissemination of Sonoma Valley history for present and future generations by identifying collecting, 
preserving and sharing artifacts, documents and images.

MARCY HOUSE 
ARCHIVES 

AND RESEARCH 
CENTER

205 First Street 
West

Sonoma, CA. 95476 
Call for 

Appointment
(707) 343-1335

SHOP AND MAKE AN IMPACT!

Sign up for AmazonSmile and help us make an 
impact in our community. Visit  smile.amazon.
com and select Sonoma Valley Historical Society. 
For every eligible purchase you make, the 
Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of 
the price to our organization. It’s easy, quick and 
powerful!

VISIT THE MUSEUM

270 First Street West
Sonoma, CA.  95476

(707) 938-1762
http://depotparkmuseum.org 

Museum Hours: 
Saturday - Sunday

1:00 - 4:00 pm

By appointment 
Call (707) 938-1762 

(Leave Message)
or email

info@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org

to the Historical Society to document the 
historic properties burnt or partially destroyed 
in the Nuns Fire.  This documentation will be 
interwoven in the ‘Context Statement’ Sonoma 
County Landmarks Commission grant project 
that documents the history of the 13 unique 
areas of Sonoma Valley, providing a roadmap of 
Valley development.  

I wish to thank the 2017 Board for the 
successful reopening of the Depot Park 
Museum and the improved organization of the 
archives at the Marcy House.  These were major 
accomplishments for 2017. 

An important goal for 2018 will be opening the 
Marcy House to visitors on a regular basis.  

Happy New Year!
Patricia Cullinan

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS!

The following new board members were elected at 
the Museum Reopening/Member Meeting 
November 11, 2017 for the term 2018-2020:

Michael Acker 
Suzanne Berube
Dave Brummett

Kate Schertz
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SONOMA VALLEY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OFFICERS
Patricia Cullinan, President

Open , Vice President
Yvonne Bowers, Treasurer
Pat Pulvirenti, Secretary

DIRECTORS
Tamera Honeybourne

Ron Price
Carol Page

Dr. Peter Meyerhof
Michael Acker
Kate Schertz

Suzanne Berube
Dave Brummett

ABOUT THE SOCIETY
The Sonoma Valley Historical Society was 
formed in January 1937 and has served the 
Valley as a nonprofit organization ever since.  
It is dedicated to the colllection, preservation 
and dissemination of the historic heritage of 
the “Valley of the Moon.”

THE DEPOT PARK MUSEUM
The Sonoma Valley Historical Society’s Depot 
Park Museum is located at 270 First Street West 
in the city’s old train depot one block north of  
Sonoma’s historic plaza.    

Mailing Address:
PO Box 861, Sonoma, CA. 95476-0861

Telephone:  (707) 938-1762
Web Site:  www.depotparkmuseum.org

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION
“Sonoma Valley Notes” is the official 
publication of the Sonoma  Valley Historical  
Society and is published quarterly.

Editor:  Yvonne Bowers 
publicity@sonomavalleyhistoricalsociety.org

Assistant Editor:  Pat Pulvirenti
ppulvirenti@sbcglobal.net
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“SECOND SATURDAY” 
LECTURE SERIES

2:00 pm at the Community Center 
276 East Napa Street, Sonoma

(Unless Otherwise Noted)

January 13, 2018

Photo Preservation and Restoration 
Presented by Gawain Weaver

February 10, 2018

Alma de Bretteville Spreckels 
Presented by Danica Hodge 

(Note:  this lecture will be at the 
Depot Park Museum)

March 10, 2018

The Man Who Lit Lady Liberty:  
The Extraordinary Rise and Fall of 

Actor M.B. Curtis
Presented by Richard Schwartz

impressive in size. The California census of 1852 tells us that in that year he still owned 1,000 horses. 
This number represented 23% of all the horses in the county and was far more than anyone else. The 
average horse sold for $30 at that time, so his net worth in horses alone, was substantial.  

With so many horses to choose from, we might wonder what horse did Vallejo chose to ride around 
Sonoma in the early 1850s. We have the testimony of his friend Rafael Guirado who reported that 
Vallejo typically rode his “alazan pinto,” – a chestnut horse with patches of white.  He rode this horse 
through his iron gate and passageway into the large courtyard behind the Casa Grande. Here was 
his garden, a small orchard with pear trees, and a privy. His personal stable was also in the courtyard 
area, quite possibly under the servant’s quarters. From the courtyard a staircase led up to the main 
entrance of Vallejo’s living quarters on the second floor of the Casa Grande. In May 1853, Vallejo 
would move to his new estate Lachryma Montis and build a wooden barn for the relatively small 
number of horses needed on his Sonoma farm. This large barn was located near the western side of 
the present parking lot.

In the following years, Vallejo witnessed the continued influx of American settlers and his property 
significantly diminished. He was forced to accept a much more modest lifestyle. The number of 
horses in his possession was greatly reduced and by the time of his death in 1890 he had barely 
more than one remaining from his once enormous herds.

MUSEUM REOPENING
by Carol Page 

On November 11th, the Depot Park 
Museum had a “soft” opening to 
showcase the remodeling and updating 
of the museum and to present the new 
exhibits reflecting the Native Americans, 
Californios and Mission period, Bear 
Flag Republic, the Chinese in Sonoma 
and the establishment of California as a 
state. Highlighted is the importance of 
agriculture and the railroad in Sonoma 
Valley. The exhibits now include historic 
context statements that offer more 
detailed information for our visitors. 
Kathleen Hill, our guest speaker, shared 
her reflections of M.F.K. Fisher and 
Barbara White Perry was there to sign 
and sell her second edition of “Drawing 
Sonoma.” Refreshments were served in 
the Train Room and well received and 
appreciated by our visitors. The museum 
now has a new floor, more space for 
exhibits and meetings and an improved 
traffic flow. Although there were delays 
due to the October fires, we were pleased 
with the turnout and positive comments 
about the Depot Park Museum. 

DON STEVENS
by Carol Page

 
Don Stevens, longtime SVHS member and active 
volunteer and contributor, has retired from the 
position of Membership Chair.  He was also the 
editor of our newsletter for more than 20 years.  Don 
has had an exciting and varied professional career, 
which includes a Master’s degree in meteorology and 
climatology from the University of Washington.  He 
served 21 years in the Air Force, with principal 
assignments in Florida, Massachusetts and London, 
England, with field assignments in Nebraska, Hanford 
(Richland, Washington) and Kansas, using his degree 
in pursuit of atmospheric research and testing.  Later, 
he was employed at the Laboratory of Tree-Ring 
Research at the University of Arizona, working with a 
professor who pioneered the study of past climates 
by analyzing tree ring data. He devised a program for 
students to use a simple model to show the effects 
of climate (such as lack of rain) on tree rings. His 
continuing effort in producing every three months a 
newsletter that was both informative and entertaining 
was outstanding.  He and his wife, Shirley, who has 
been a docent, volunteer and contributor to our 
gift shop, have added so much to our historical 
society.  We greatly appreciate their efforts and 
applaud their continued support of the Sonoma Valley 
Historical Society.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Joanne Filipello 

Jack Ding
Antonia Adezio

Your Membership Dues 
Support the Society!

Dues are due January 1st.  If you haven’t 
yet renewed your membership, please send 
your check today  For questions about your 
membership, please contact Yvonne Bowers.  
Thank you!

yvonnebowers@mac.com
(707) 843-0109
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GENERAL VALLEJO’S HORSES

by Peter Meyerhof

Those of you who visited the recent exhibit, “History of Sonoma County Horses” at the County 
Museum in Santa Rosa may have been disappointed by the absence of information on northern 

California’s largest herds and their influential owner, 
Mariano Vallejo. Yet the story of these horses is a 
fascinating reflection of the history of this area and 
the changing fortunes of their owner.

When General Vallejo arrived in Sonoma in 1834, 
there were approximately 1,000 horses that 
belonged to the Sonoma Mission. Horses were 
indispensable for ranching, transportation, and 
almost every outdoor activity. These descendants 
of ancient Iberian stock were typically of a chestnut, 
black or brown color, and were somewhat smaller 
than the typical horse of today. Generally only 
the stallions were considered of significant value 
and appropriate for riding. As administrator of the 

secularization of the Mission, Vallejo appropriated 
the livestock and moved it to his Petaluma Ranch 

which he had been granted that same year. 

In 1843, Governor Micheltorena “granted” Vallejo another huge property, the Suscol Rancho 
in consideration of money and supplies Vallejo had given to the almost bankrupt government. 
A controversy arose between Vallejo and other 
Californios as to whether this ranch actually 
belonged to Vallejo or to the Mexican government. 
In 1843, it was already stocked with cattle and 
horses and was frequently referred to as the Rancho 
Nacional Suscol. By early 1846 there were 3000 
horses on this land. It was from this ranch that 200 
horses were driven south by Mexican officers in 
early June 1846 – an event interpreted by American 
settlers as the initiation of expulsion activities against 
them. When this relatively small herd was captured 
by these settlers on the morning of June 9, a point 
of no return had arrived where all Californians had 
to take sides with respect to their loyalty. During the 
ensuing revolt, General Vallejo was seized and soon 
too, from all northern California ranches, large numbers 
of horses were appropriated since these animals were 
now considered of great military importance.

With the end of the Bear Flag Revolt, General Vallejo was released from captivity at Sutter’s Fort 
in early August 1846. He immediately filed a claim against the United States War Department for 
1,059 horses (valued by him at $81,000) that he said had been confiscated from his property during 
the Revolt. This averaged $80 per horse whereas horses typically sold for just $25 each in California 
at this time. The government considered Vallejo’s claim unsubstantiated, extravagant, and they 
subsequently refused to pay.

Even with the arrival of rapacious 49ers in the next few years, Vallejo’s herds continued to remain 

Chestnut pinto horse of the type General 
Vallejo rode in Sonoma in the early 1850s

Painting of General Vallejo riding a horse at his property, 
Lachryma Montis in Sonoma, c1860

THE SONOMA FIRE PROJECT

Like many people, I was cheered by the signs that sprouted up around Sonoma and beyond during 
the October fires. Even as the fire moved closer to the Plaza, hand-drawn and hand-lettered words 
of support, cheer, and gratitude appeared in the most interesting places: the General Vallejo statue 
being the most hilarious. 

When the worst was over and life began to move 
toward recovery, even more signs began to 
appear around the Valley, almost daily. I thought 
it was important to document this spontaneous 
expression of 
gratitude to the 
First Responders 
who gave so 
much to all of us. 
I started taking 

photographs of the signs I could find, eventually shooting forty-eight 
in total. But I didn’t think this was enough. I’m a historian, and I know 
how important it is to keep the memory of important events alive. 

So, I got in touch with Patricia Cullinan and we created “The Sonoma 
Fire Project”: a special archive to be housed at the Sonoma Valley 
Historical Society. Our goal is to collect both photographs and 
personal stories. The Sonoma Index-Tribune ran a story about the project in which we asked people 
to email their experiences and photos to us (sonomafireproject@gmail.com). I also began to contact 

firefighters, city leaders, and park rangers, to ask them for their 
stories. The support for the project has been incredible.

Photos and narratives have come in from all over the Valley, 
and I have started recording a series of oral history interviews. 
Fire Chief Steve Akre is especially supportive, and by the 
time you get this newsletter, the archive will have the voices 
of four firefighters from both Sonoma Valley and Eldridge. I 
also have commitments from people within city government, 
local journalism, and parks, which will happen as 2018 gets 
underway.

LYNN DOWNEY
Author/Historian/Consulting Archivist
18739 Melvin Avenue
Sonoma CA 95476, 707-694-0440
http://www.lynndowney.com
clio1954@gmail.com
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DRAWING AND TEXT BY BARBARA WHITE PERRY

The Orange Lawn, Young Mansion is part of Drawing Sonoma, the Second Edition, published in 
2017. Drawing Sonoma is a collection of ink and vine-charcoal drawings featuring historic and 
unique properties of Sonoma Valley from 1823 to 1938, with stories of each property’s past.  
Drawings and text by Barbara White Perry. 

Orange Lawn, Young Mansion, 1872
645 Charles Van Damme Way, Sonoma 	                             
National Historic Landmark #08000529

Daniel and Maria Young retired and moved to Sonoma in 1870. They purchased land from Coleman 
Smith, consisting of 35 acres just four blocks from Sonoma’s Plaza. Smith had planted orchards 
and vineyards and farmed the land. Daniel was a gentleman farmer and Maria helped establish 
the Sonoma Grange. The name Orange Lawn may refer to the color of summer lawns surrounding 
the mansion and the Young’s interest in citrus cultivation. Many in Sonoma hoped oranges would 
become an important industry including General Vallejo and Nicholas Carriger. 

The Young’s constructed the Italianate residence. Although there is no known architect or builder for 
the house, the master craftsmen created elaborate interior and exterior moldings, oak floors with 
inlaid geometric patterns that exhibit the building’s superior quality of construction. The downstairs 
has 2,558 square feet and includes a foyer with spiral staircase, three parlors, formal dining room, 
kitchen with pantry, sunroom and basement staircase. The upstairs has 2,132 square feet and 
includes four bedrooms, three baths, and office and central hall with front and back staircases. There 
is also a full basement. The wrap-around porch, second story veranda, porte cochere and widow’s 
walk give Orange Lawn a steamboat appearance.

The Young’s owned the property until 1892 when it was sold to W.S. Miller, then in 1919 to Charles 
Van Damme, and in 1938 the property was sold to Donald and Leslie Page Armstrong. 

The current owner, Steve Ledson, bought the 35-acre property in 1987 and the Armstrong Estates 
were developed. The Young Mansion and its landscaped setting was completely restored by Steve 

Ledson and received landmark status in 2008. The restoration was so extensive and meticulous it 
could fill pages in this newsletter.

More from the “Early Businesses” file. 

Best marketing message?  “Makes Good Cakes 
Better”

1896
J.G. Marcy
Manufacturer of
TINWARE
Dealer in Stoves, Hardware, Pumps, Etc.

1917
Drink Sonoma Beer
A Beer of Quality 
Ice Delivered Daily
Sonoma Brewing Company

1923
Old City Bakery
Best Pies, Cakes, Pastry, Bread in Sonoma Valley
Delivered Daily
C. Ruefli

1924
To Reap a Big Harvest Buy
 SEED GRAIN
 from
 John  Batto & Sons

1924
Are You the Man?
Are you the man who has planned to build a 
home?
The time is now!
Sonoma Valley Lumber Company

Songs from the Attic
contributed by Dave Brummett

1928
Sonoma French Laundry
Semi-Finish 8¢ per lb., minimum bundle $1;
Cleaning and Dyeing Gent’s Suits $1.50

1935
F. Clewe
Globe “A1”
Cake Flour
Makes Good Cakes Better
Package 19¢

1936
“Ma” Robertson
Candies, Lunches & Ice Cream
High School Building

1950
Plaza Barber Shop
Equipped With
Latest Modern Equipment
Your Patronage Respectfully Solicited
RILEY, THE BARBER

Blast from the Past:
Last newsletter we mentioned the De Laval 
Separator available at 
Schluckebier Hardware Co.

What did it separate? Heavy cream from milk. 
Imagine what such a device might look like 
then search examples on the internet.


